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May 17, 1995
TURNAGE TO RECEIVE HONORARY DEGREE AT UM LAW COM M ENCEM ENT
MISSOULA Montana Supreme Court Chief Justice Jean Tumage will share center stage with U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O ’Connor when he claims an honorary degree from The
University of Montana School of Law May 27.
Tumage, a 1938 graduate of the UM law school, will be awarded an honorary Doctor of
Laws degree during the 10:30 a.m. hooding ceremony at the University Theatre. O Connor, the
first woman to sit on the nation’s highest court, will give the commencement address.
Several hundred seats for the ceremony will be available to the public, said law Dean Rod
Smith. About 950 seats in the 1300-seat theater will be reserved for friends and family of the 75
graduating members of the Class of 1995, he said.
During O’Connor’s brief visit to Missoula, the W omen’s Law Caucus will present her with
a painting by local artist Roberta King. The painting, commissioned especially for O Connor and
titled "Justice at Peace," depicts a woman fly-fishing in Montana.

O ’Connor’s Montana visit will

include a day of fly-fishing with U.S. District Judge Jack Shanstrom of Billings.
The hooding ceremony will mark the second time O ’Connor has appeared before a
Missoula audience. O ’Connor, who was nominated for the lifetime position in 1981 by President
Ronald Reagan, addressed the State Bar of Montana’s annual conference in June 1986.
Tumage will receive the honorary degree in recognition of his years of service as a public
-more-
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official.
"Chief Justice Tumage was an obvious choice," Smith said. "His service to the law
school, the state of Montana and the nation makes him ever so well-qualified for this honor."
During his legal career, Tumage has served the state in a succession of public offices.
After graduating second in his law class, Tumage began his career as Lake County attorney in
Poison. He later represented Lake County as a representative and senator in the Montana
Legislature.
In 1984, Montanans elected Tumage to head the state’s highest court. He is serving his
second term as chief justice of the Montana Supreme Court.
Tumage played a major role in designing legal changes needed to create the Montana
Constitution in 1972. As chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee during his years as a
legislator, Tumage sponsored bills and guided the legislature through a sweeping revision of
Montana criminal law. The Criminal Code of 1973 was recognized immediately as the most
modem and workable state criminal code in the country.
The chief justice became the first Montana judge to serve as president of the National
Conferences of Chief Justices. Tumage also chairs the National Institute of State Courts board.

m
Note: Special seating is available at the hooding ceremony for media representatives. Reserve
space by calling Shannan Sproull at the law school, 243-5730, by Monday, May 22.
Contact: Dean Rod Smith, UM School of Law, 243-4311.
RM
Specialized Western, dailies
Tumage.rl

